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the great route to Peru via Cordoba and points beyond, a third
linked Santa Fe with Cordoba, and another was the salt track
to the salares of Southern Buenos Aires. All of these are now
followed by trunk railways which have completely superseded
other means of transport and movement on the Pampa.

A detailed description of the network of railways in the
Pampa would occupy too much space ; only the general outline
can be attempted. From the historical standpoint railways
began, as did the first Spanish settlement, from a point north
of Buenos Aires up the Parana. The first important line to be
built in Argentina started from Rosario in the direction of Cor-
doba, the link with Buenos Aires being the next step.1 It is
noteworthy that Mendoza was connected with Rosario before
the line from Buenos Aires to Villa Mercedes was completed ;
but once Buenos Aires came to be used as a starting-point, it
soon definitely took the lead as the chief railway centre. One
reason for the emergence of the two rival foci of Buenos Aires
and Rosario in railway construction was the existence of the
navigable river between them. Even now there is little com-
petition for goods traffic between the railways and the Parana
as far up on the latter as the limit for sea-going ships.

Owing to various fortuitous circumstances the main railways
in Argentina have been constructed in three different gauges : the
broad (of 5 feet 6 inches), the standard, and the metre. Built on
the first of these gauges, four great systems now radiate from the
City of Buenos Aires. The Buenos Aires and Great Southern,
with three main lines, covers the eastern and southern parts of
Buenos Aires Province as far as Bahia Blanca and thence ex-
tends right across Northern Patagonia as far as Zapala just east
of the Andes, at which point a connection with the Chilean
railways is planned to be undertaken (see p. 58). The Buenos
Aires and Western, likewise with three main lines beyond the
Salado, works the western and south-western parts of Buenos
Aires Province and now has an arrangement with the Southern
by which it has running rights into Bahia Blanca. The Buenos
Aires and Pacific has a main line nearly due west to Villa Mer-
cedes. From this line two important tracks branch off at Rufino,
one north to Villa Maria where it meets the Central Argentine,
and another south-west and west to San Rafael. The arterial
line continues westward from Villa Mercedes to Mendoza, whence
branches run to S. Juan and again to S. Rafael. The last of
these four great broad-gauge systems is the Central Argentine,

1 It is true that the first railway in Argentina was that from Buenos
Aires to Merlo in 1857, but it was less than 15 miles in length. That
from Rosario to Cordoba which followed in 1865 was 156 miles long.